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(54) Abstract Title 

Multi-channel magnetic tape system having optical tracking servo on tape back 



(57) A data storage medium consisting of a magnetic 
layer 104 formed on a front major surface of a base tape 
102 substrate defining a multiplicity of longitudinal data 
recording and playback tracks (fig 3. 108), each track 
having a nominal lateral location relative to the other 
tracks, and a layer having an optical track servo pattern 
106 on the back major surface of the base tape for 
indicating lateral displacement of the tape from a nominal 
lateral location of the track during tape movement across a 
read/write head. 
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Reference to Related Application 

The present invention is related to commonly assigned, copending U.S. 

Patent Application Serial No. , filed on the same day as this 

5 provisional patent application for: "Dual-Actuator Pivoting Lever Tape Head 
Positioner", George A. Saliba, Inventor, (Quantum Docket No. Q98-1087-US1), 
the disclosure thereof being incorporated herein by reference. 

Field of the Invention 

10 

The present invention relates to magnetic tape recording. More 
particularly, the present invention relates to a multi-channel magnetic tape 
recording system employing an optical tracking servo to sense and correct for 
lateral tape motion, and lateral track motion, as the tape is drawn longitudinally 
15 across a head transducer assembly. 

Background of the Invention 

Digital tape recording remains a viable solution for storage of massive 
20 amounts of data. Conventionally, at least two approaches are employed for 
recording of digital information onto magnetic recording tape. One approach 
calls for moving the tape past a rotating head structure which records and plays 
back user information from discontinuous transverse tracks. Interactive servo 
systems are employed to synchronize rotation of the head structure with travel of 
25 the tape. Another approach is to draw the tape across a non-rotating head at a 
considerable linear velocity. This approach is sometimes referred to as linear 
"streaming" tape recording and playback. 

Increased data storage capacity, and retrieval performance, is being 
30 required of all commercially viable mass storage devices and media. In the case 
of linear tape recording a popular trend is toward multi-head, multi-channel 
fixed head structures with narrowed recording gaps and track widths so that 
many linear tracks may be achieved on a tape medium of predetermined width, 
such as one-half inch width tape. Tape substrates are also being made thinner, 
35 with increased tape lengths being made possible in small diameter reel packages. 
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Because of a relatively high linear tape velocity, and because tape substrates 
continue to be made thinner and thinner, guiding tape past a tape head structure 
along an accurate invariant linear path has proven to be highly. problematical. 
One error phenomena is known as "lateral tape motion" or "LTM". LTM is a 
5 major source of tracking errors in linear tape recording. One approach to 
minimizing LTM tracking errors is to provide a multi-roller tape guide 
structure, such as the type described in commonly assigned U.S. Patent No. 
5,414,585 entitled: "Rotating Tape Edge Guide", the disclosure thereof being 
incorporated herein by reference. While this approach has provided a viable 

10 'open loop" solution to LTM, with the advent of new head technologies, such as 
magneto-resistive read heads, and new higher coercivity recording media, track 
widths may be very small, and many additional tracks may be defined on the 
tape. Unfortunately, a limiting factor is LTM, and at some track width 
dimension and track density, it is not possible to follow the tape accurately 

1 5 enough to provide reliable performance. 

One solution to correction for LTM has been to record or pre-record 
magnetic servo tracks (i.e. "servowrite") onto the tape before it reaches the user. 
These tapes are known in the art as "preformatted" tapes, and the step of 

20 recording accurate servo tracks onto the tape is both time consuming and 

expensive. Examples of tape systems employing preformatted tapes are given by 
U.S. Patent No. 5,432,652 entitled: "Servo and Data Format for Magnetic Tape 
Having Plural Spaced-Apart Servo Areas Interleaved with Data Track Areas 
Having Serpentine Track Scanning Using Any One of a Plurality of Number of 

25 Concurrently Accessed Tracks/ Another example is provided by U.S. Patent 
No. 5,675,448 entitled: "Track Pitch Error Compensation System for Data 
Cartridge Tape Drives". 

Once the decision has been made to provide separate magnetic servo tracks 
30 or to embed servo information within the magnetic user data tracks recorded 
onto the tape, a suitable coarse position/fine position actuator mechanism must be 
added to the tape drive. One example of a stepper motor/voice coil actuator is 
provided by U.S .Patent No. 5,280,402 entitled: "Combined Stepper Motor and 
Voice Coil Head Positioning Apparatus". 
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Optical servo tracks have been provided within floppy disks. One example 
of a floppy disk and compatible drive is given in U.S. Patent No. 5,065,387 
entitled: "Method and Apparatus for Generating Tracking Error Signals by 
Means of an Optical Servo System", the disclosure thereof being incorporated 
5 herein by reference. 

While these prior methods and approaches have worked within their 
intended applications and uses, improvements and simplifications in the medium 
and drive apparatus have been lacking. Accordingly, a hitherto unsolved need 
10 has remained for a multi-track, multi-channel digital streaming tape system which 
overcomes limitations and drawbacks of the known prior approaches. 

Summary of the Invention with Objects 

15 A general object of the present invention is to provide a tape recording 

system and recording tape with an optical servo pattern to enable correction of 
LTM in a manner overcoming limitations and drawbacks of the prior art. 

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention a linear magnetic 
20 tape medium has a first surface accessible by a laterally positionable, multi-head 
magnetic read/write transducer assembly, and a second surface accessible by an 
optical servo transducer assembly physically coupled to the magnetic read/write 
transducer assembly. A multiplicity of linear data tracks are defined on the first 
surface. Each linear track provides storage of magnetic data patterns written by 
25 a head of said magnetic read/write transducer positioned and maintained thereat 
by a lateral head positioner A multiplicity of linearly extending servo features 
are formed on the second surface and are read by the optical servo transducer 
which generates a servo feedback signal to aid track following in the presence of 
lateral tape motion by the magnetic read/write transducer as the tape medium is 
30 drawn linearly there across. 

These and other objects, aspects, advantages and features of the invention 
will be more fully understood and appreciated upon considering the following 
detailed description of a preferred embodiment presented in conjunction with the 
35 accompanying drawings. 
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Brief Description of the Drawings 

In the Drawings: 

5 Fig. 1 is an isometric, highly diagrammatic, structural and electrical block 

view of a multi-channel magnetic tape recording system employing an optical 
tracking servo to sense and correct for lateral tape motion in accordance with 
principles of the present invention. 

10 Fig, 2 is a highly diagrammatic enlarged view in elevation and cross- 

section of a magnetic/optical head assembly used by the Fig. 1 tape recording 
system. 

Fig. 3 is a diagrammatic view in elevation of a first major surface of a 
15 recording tape incorporating principles of the present invention and showing a 
multiplicity of linear recording tracks. 

Fig. 4 is a diagrammatic view in side elevation and cross-section of a 
conventional magnetic recording tape, and Fig. 4a is a diagrammatic view in side 
20 elevation and cross section of the new Fig. 3 recording tape, showing a first 

major surface providing a magnetic recording medium along with a second major 
surface providing an optical servo pattern in accordance with principles of the 
present invention. 

25 Fig. 5 is an enlarged diagrammatic front view of the Fig. 4a recording tape 

showing progressive removal of various layers thereof. 

Fig. 6 is a diagrammatic view in elevation of one optical servo pattern 
formed on the second major surface of the Fig. 4a recording tape as a series of 
30 linear optical reflective servo tracks. 

Fig. 7 is a flow diagram explaining operation of the optical tracking servo 
using the Fig. 6 servo pattern to enable the head to follow lateral tape motions 
during tape operations of the Fig. 1 system. 

35 
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Fig. 8 A is a diagrammatic view in elevation of an alternative optical servo 
pattern formed on the second major surface of the Fig. 4a recording tape. 

Fig. 8B is a graph of electrical servo signals generated by an optical servo 
5 head of the Fig. 1 assembly during sensing of one of the linear servo patterns 
shown in Fig. 8A. 

Fig, 9 is a flow diagram explaining operation of the optical tracking servo 
using the Fig. 8A servo pattern to enable the head to follow lateral tape motions 
10 during tape operations of the Fig. 1 system. 

Fig, 10A is a diagrammatic view in elevation of another optica] servo 
pattern formed on the second major surface of the Fig. 4a recording tape. 

15 Fig. 10B is a graph of electrical servo signals generated by an optical servo 

head of the Fig. I assembly during sensing of the Fig. 10A pattern over a linear 
track during tape operations. 

Fig. 1 1 is a flow diagram explaining operation of the optical tracking servo 
20 using the Fig. 10A servo pattern to enable the head to follow lateral tape motions 
during tape operations of the Fig. 1 system. 



Detailed Description of a Preferred Embodiment 



25 Referring initially to Fig. 1, a magnetic recording tape 100 is shown being 

drawn through a tape drive mechanism 1 10 from a supply reel to a take-up reel 
(not shown) along a nominal linear tape path indicated by arrow TP. The tape 
100 is moved at a considerable linear relative velocity, such as 150 inches per 
second. Because of this high relative velocity and contact between the tape 100 

30 and mechanical tape guide and head elements of the tape drive 1 10, the linear 
movement of the tape 100 along the nominal tape path TP results in certain 
undesirable additional tape movements, a principal one of which being lateral 
tape motion ("LTM") or motion transverse to the nominal tape path as indicated 
by arrow LTM. 



35 
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As discussed above, although mechanical steps are known to reduce LTM, 
at certain high linear track densities and narrow track widths it is not practical to 
rely entirely upon open loop tape mechanisms. Accordingly, the magnetic 
recording tape 100 includes, in addition to a plastic substrate (base film) 102 and 
5 a magnetic storage layer 104 coated onto a first major surface (Fig. 4), an optical 
servo pattern 106 formed so as to be viewed at a reverse major surface of the 
tape (Fig. 4a). In accordance with an aspect of the present invention, the optical 
servo pattern 106 is applied during tape manufacturing, as by printing or 
embossing. A thin transparent protective layer 109 is formed over the optical 
10 servo pattern 106 as shown in Fig. 4a and Fig. 5, for example. 

The tape 100 provides for multiple linear magnetic data storage tracks 108 
defined in the magnetic storage layer 104 (Fig. 3). Accordingly, the tape drive 
mechanism 1 10 includes a multi-channel magnetic head structure 1 12 having 

15 multiple read and write head elements aligned to read some, but not all of the 
magnetic data storage tracks 108. The write elements are preferably realized as 
thin film magnetic write structures, and the read elements may be thin Film or 
magneto-resistive read elements. In Fig. 2, a head array comprising e.g. five 
magneto-resistive read transducers is depicted within the head structure 1 12. 

20 While five heads are shown, in practice ten or twelve heads are presently 

preferred for both writing and reading within the head structure 1 12. With the 
particular arrangement of heads shown in Fig. 2, the effective recording area of 
the tape 100 is divided into multiple zones or bands of parallel magnetic 
recording tracks 108, there being two zones 108 A, and 108B shown in Fig. 2. 

25 This arrangement therefore requires a head positioner mechanism which coarsely 
positions the head structure 112 and head array 136 within a particular zone, e.g. 
zone 108B shown in Fig. 2, and at nominal track set positions within each zone. 
Moreover, in order to follow LTM, the head positioner mechanism must provide 
for very rapid head position corrections tracking the LTM offsets. Generally. 

30 this requirement is satisfied by providing a head positioner mechanism which is 
corrected by an optical servo pattern 106 and by an optical servo feedback 
control 138. In the example presented by Fig. 2 this requirement is satisfied by 
providing e.g. two bands of optical servo patterns 106 A and 106B. 

35 The tape drive mechanism 1 10 shown in Fig. 1 includes a lateral coarse 

head positioner, including e.g. an incremental step motor 1 14 and lead screw 1 16. 
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The motor 1 14 is attached to a base 1 18, while the lead screw 1 16 may be 
rotationally mounted to the base 118 between the step motor 1 14 and a journal 
120. As the step motor 1 14 rotates the lead screw, a lead screw follower block 
122 follows the lead screw over a limited range of bi-directional lateral 
5 displacement dependent upon rotational direction of lead screw 1 16, 

A head mounting platform or structure 124 supports a head mounting 
beam structure or assembly 126. The head mounting beam 126 includes a pivot 
or fulcrum 128 which enables the beam 126 to pivot about the platform 124 over 

10 a very limited range of rotational displacement in a lateral or transverse direction 
relative to a main longitudinal axis (direction of travel) of tape LOO. A limited 
displacement force is provided by a voice coil motor 130 extending on one side 
of the pivot 128, while a magnetic/optical tape head assembly 132 including the 
head structure i 12 and head array 136 is provided on an opposite side of the 

15 pivot 128. The magnetic/optical tape head assembly 132 is generally U-shaped 
and includes on one inside wall the multi-channel magnetic transducer head array 
1 12, and on an opposite inside wall an optical servo head 134. The coarse head 
positioner therefore positions the head assembly 132 at each zone, and at each 
track set within the particular zone. For each track set there is provided an 

20 optical servo tracking pattern, so that if the optical servo head follows the 
appropriate tracking pattern during linear tape movement, the magnetic head 
array 136 will follow the tracks 108 of the particular track set. 

A supply reel 150 supplies the tape 100 into the mechanism 1 10. The reel 
25 150 is preferably a part of a single-reel tape cartridge which includes a suitable 
buckling mechanism. The cartridge and buckling mechanism are conventional 
and are not described further The reel 150 is rotationally engaged by a supply 
reel drive motor 152. A take-up reel 154 within the transport 1 10 is controlled 
by a take-up reel drive motor 156. The motors 152 and 156 are controlled 
30 independently by a motors control servo loop 158 in order to provide an 
appropriate amount of tension on the tape 100 irrespective of the relative 
diameters of the tape spools formed on the reels 150 and 154 at any particular 
time. A tape guide roller 16A is shown coupled to a tape speed sensing device, 
such as tachometer 23. The tachometer 23 is used conventionally by the motors 
35 control loop 158 in controlling relative torque applied by each of the motors 150 
and 152. 
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A transport electronics circuit 160 includes a data and command interface 
bus 162 enabling the transport 1 10 to be connected to a computing environment 
An interface command decode and user data processing unit 164 provides 
5 conventional tape command decode and status functions, and user data 

compression and expansion functions as well as error correction processes. It 
also supervises the motors loop 158, a coarse head position control loop 168 and 
a fine head position control loop 170. The coarse head position control loop 168 
is used to control the stepper motor 1 14 to position the head structure 1 12 at each 

10 nominal track set location. It should be understood that the transport 1 10 incudes 
a plurality of parallel user data channels, such as 6-12 channels, and that each 
nominal coarse head position locates the head structure 1 12 at approximately each 
set of 6-12 tracks. The fine head position control loop 170 responds to 
instantaneous tape position information sensed by e.g. the optical pickup head 134 

15 from one of the servo track patterns 106 which corresponds to the set or group 
of lineal tracks presently being followed. Any positional offset or position error 
sensed by the optical head 134 will result in a corrective driving current passing 
through a voice coil 131 of the voice coil motor 130. This current will apply a 
torque force to the pivoting dual beam structure 126, and the head structure 1 12 

20 will be returned to correct alignment with the magnetic data record tape tracks 
being followed as the optical head 134 follows a particular servo track pattern 
106. 

The optical servo track patterns 106 may provide continuous or discrete 
25 position error signals. Each track may be encoded with a unique value or code 
which enables the optical head and main control module 164 to determine which 
nominal servo track 106 is being followed. Advantageously, the servo track 
patterns 106 may be formed as a part of the tape manufacturing process, with the 
result that there need be no separate magnetic servo track writing operation as 
30 part of tape manufacturing. Conventional laser inscribing, embossing or 
patterning techniques may be used in real time during tape manufacture to 
provide the tracks 106. 

As shown in Fig. 2 t the optical servo head 134 may conventionally include 
35 a laser light source 135, an optical path 1 37 including lenses and a beam splitter 
139, and a photo detector array 141 and preamplifier 143, such that a light beam 
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may be focused upon a particular one of the servo patterns 106 on the reverse 
major side of the tape and result in electronically discernible LTM position error 
signals at the preamplifier 143. A resultant electrical error signal on a path 145 
is sent to the optical servo feedback fine loop control block 170 within the control 

5 electronics 160. The block 170 generates a bi-directional head position 

correction driving current and applies the driving current via a path 140 to the 
lateral voice coil 131 of voice coil motor 130 which results in a servo bias 
torque. The bias torque is applied through the support structure 124 and head 
mounting beam structure 126 to pivot the magnetic/optical head assembly 132 

10 about the journal 128 and thereby follow the tape 100 despite the presence of 
LTM. Ideally, the fine position servo feedback control block 170 operates 
continuously in real time to apply head position correction currents to the lateral 
voice coil of voice coil motor 130. The fine position servo loop has a high 
bandwidth, and the beam assembly 126 including voice coil 131 and head 

15 structure 132 has a low mass, such that position corrections may be applied and 
effected very rapidly to minimize any tracking errors. 

The voice coil motor 130 includes in addition to the voice coil 131 a fixed 
portion 142 carrying e.g. a suitably magnetized permanent magnet. The fixed 

20 portion 142 is mechanically attached to the lead screw follower platform 122 by a 
suitable support bar. The voice coil 131 receives a head position correction 
current over the path 140 from the fine position servo feedback control block 
170 and creates a magnetic field which interacts dynamically with a magnetic 
field provided by the permanent magnet of the fixed portion 142 ? such that a fine 

25 position correction force is generated which incrementally pivots the rigid beam 
structure 126 laterally to correct for LTM. The voice coil actuator motor 130 
may comprise a permanent magnet/coil combination, or it may comprise a 
piezoelectric effect motive device. The head mounting structure pivot 128 may 
be freely rotatable relative to the bar 124 with the head mounting structure 126 

30 mechanically biased to a neutral position, the bias being overcome by rotational 
force applied by the lateral voice coil actuator 130. Alternatively, the pivot 128 
may be fixed to the bar 124 which thereupon functions as a torsion bar enabling 
limited range lateral displacement of the head mounting structure 126 in response 
to the driving force applied bv the voice coil motor 130. 

35 
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The optical servo head may comprise a suitable arrangement of light 
source and photo detector array, together with suitable integrated on-board 
amplifiers. One example of a conventional optical head is described in U.S. 
Patent No. 5,615,205 to Belser entitled: H Bi-Level Optical Media Having 
5 Embossed Header Format", the disclosure thereof being incorporated herein by 
reference. An alternative preferred optical head may be similar to one which is 
described in an article by Yoshikawa, Nakanishi, Itoh, Yamazaki, Komino and 
Musha entitled: "Laser-Detector-Hologram Unit for Thin Optical Pick-up Head 
of a CD Player", IEEE Trans, on Components. Packaging & Mfg. Tech. . Part B, 
10 Vol. 18, No. 2, May 1995, pp. 245-249, the disclosure thereof being incorporated 
herein by reference. 

Turning now to Fig. 6, one preferred example of a servo pattern comprises 
a lineal reflective area 202. In this example two photo detectors 204 and 206 are 

15 aligned to follow opposite edges of the lineal reflective area 202. The photo 

detector 204 puts out an electrical signal SI, while the photo detector 206 puts out 
an electrical signal S2. Fig. 7 describes a control process which makes use of the 
Fig. 6 pattern in relation to a predetermined reference level. At a first step 210 
the process determines whether the servo signal S 1 is above the reference level. 

20 If so, a process step 212 causes the fine positioner to move the head structure 126 
in a downward direction. If not, or following process step 212, a logical step 214 
determines whether the servo signal S2 is above the reference level. If so, a 
process step 216 causes the head structure 126 to be moved in an upward 
direction, and a return is made to the initial step 210. If not, a process step 218 

25 determines that the head structure 126 is properly aligned with the data track set, 
and a return is made to the initial process step 210. This process of Fig. 7, while 
simplified, continues in real time and includes appropriate damping so that the 
control loop remains stable. 

30 Fig. 8A illustrates another reflective servo pattern. In this example, there 

are e.g. five track set zones 106A, 106B, 106C, 106D and 106E. Each servo 
pattern, such as pattern for zone I06B, includes longitudinally arranged 
geometric reflective areas, such as equilateral triangle shapes which are equally 
spaced apart. As shown in Fig. 8B the interval of reflected light, in relation to 

35 the period of occurrence of the patterns, is used to determine lateral position of 
the tape and correct for LTM. For example, a track set A has a reflective 
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interval Tl which is brief in relation to the period of the pattern, while a track 
set B has a reflective interval which is considerably longer and approaches the 
period of the pattern. Fig. 9 sets forth a control process which implements servo 
control of the head structure 126 with the Fig. 8A pattern. In the Fig. 9 process 
5 a logical step 220 determines whether the reflective pattern duration is shorter 
than expected for the nominal track set location. If so f a process step 222 causes 
the head structure 126 to be moved in e.g. a downward direction relative to the 
tape 100. If not, or following process step 222, a logical step 224 determines 
whether the reflective pattern duration is longer than expected for the particular 

10 track set location. If so, a process step 226 moves the head structure e.g. in an 
upward direction, and a return is made to the step 220. If not, a process step 228 
determines that the head structure 126 is accurately following the nominal track 
set location, and a return is made to the step 220. Like the process of Fig. 7, the 
process of Fig. 9 operates continuously to provide closed loop fine positioning 

15 during linear movements of the tape 100 through the mechanism 1 10. 

Fig. 10A illustrates yet another reflective servo pattern for each track set 
location. In this particular pattern a continuous linear reflective area has two 
periodic lateral reflective patterns along opposite major edges. As shown in Fig. 

20 10B, one periodic pattern Ol provides a relatively low frequency electrical servo 
signal, which the other periodic pattern 03 provides a relatively high frequency 
electrical servo signal. A continuous on track pattern 02 has no periodic 
component. Fig. 11 sets forth a control process which makes use of the Fig. 10A 
pattern. A first logical step 230 determines if a repeated pulse is present in the 

25 servo signal. If not, a process step 232 determines that the head structure 126 is 
properly following the nominal track set and a return is made to the step 230. If 
so, a logical step 234 determines if e.g. a high frequency pattern is present. If 
not, a process step 236 impliedly determines that the low frequency pattern is 
present and moves the head structure 126 e.g. in a downward direction and 

30 thereupon returns to the initial step 230. If so. a process step 238 moves the head 
structure 126 in an upward direction and then returns to the initial process step 
230. 

The optical servo pattern can also make use of the diffractive property of 
35 light energy, creating a reflective pattern with overlapped reflective orders. If 
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diffraction is used, pattern constraints wiil be selected to be compatible with the 
resultant diffraction, reflection patterns. 

While the method and apparatus of the present invention have been 
5 summarized and explained by illustrative embodiments and applications in 

magnetic tape recording, it will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art that 
many widely varying embodiments and applications are within the teaching and 
scope of the present invention, and that the examples presented herein are by way 
of illustration only and should not be construed as limiting the scope of this 
10 invention, which is more particularly set forth in the following claims. 

What is claimed is: 
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1. A spool of magnetic recording tape comprising: 

an elongated continuous web of flexible plastic substrate material having 
two edges and defining a front major surface and a back major surface, 

a magnetic, storage medium formed on the front major surface, the 
5 magnetic storage medium for defining a multiplicity of longitudinal data 

recording and playback tracks, each said track having a nominal lateral location 
relative to the other tracks, 

a predetermined optically manifested track servo pattern defined on the 
back major surface, the pattern for indicating actual lateral displacement of the 
10 tape away from a nominal lateral location of a said track during tape movement 
across a read/write head. 

2. The magnetic recording tape set forth in claim 1 comprising one half 
inch width magnetic recording tape and the multiplicity of tracks comprising at 

15 least 1000 tracks. 

3. The magnetic recording tape set forth in claim I wherein the optically 
manifested track servo pattern is applied during manufacture of the tape. 

20 4. The magnetic recording tape set forth in claim 1 wherein the optical 

pattern is formed by printing. 

5. The magnetic recording tape set forth in claim 1 wherein the optical 
pattern is formed by embossing. 

25 

6. The magnetic recording tape set forth in claim 1 wherein the optical 
pattern is formed by patterning/ablation by a laser beam. 

7. The magnetic recording tape set forth in claim 1 wherein the optical 
30 pattern is formed by selective deposition of light-reflective material. 

8. The magnetic recording tape set forth in claim 1 wherein the optical 
pattern is formed by selective deposition of light-absorptive material 
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9. An information storage medium comprising: 
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a linear magnetic tape medium having a first surface accessible by a 
laterally positionable, multi-head magnetic read/write transducer assembly, and a 
second surface accessible by an optica] servo transducer assembly physically 
coupled to the magnetic read/write transducer assembly, 
5 a multiplicity of linear data tracks defined on the first surface, each linear 

track for storage of magnetic data patterns written by a head of said magnetic 
read/write transducer positioned and maintained thereat by a lateral head 
positioner, 

a multiplicity of linearly extending servo features defined on the second 
10 surface and read by the optical servo transducer for generating a servo feedback 
signal to aid track following by the magnetic read/write transducer as the tape 
medium is drawn there across. 

10. A magnetic tape recording and playback system for recording data 
15 onto a magnetic recording tape, and reading data from the tape, via a magnetic 
head structure across which the tape is moving along a tape path within the drive, 
wherein the magnetic head structure is positionable transversely relative to the 
direction of tape travel along the tape path in order to register with a multiplicity 
of lineal tape track positions, 
20 the magnetic recording tape comprising: 

an elongated continuous web of flexible plastic substrate material having 
two edges and defining a front major surface and a back major surface, 

a magnetic storage medium formed on the front major surface, the 
magnetic storage medium for defining a multiplicity of longitudinal data 
25 recording and playback tracks, each said track having a nominal lateral location 
relative to the other tracks, and 

a predetermined optically manifested track servo pattern defined on the 
back major surface, the pattern for indicating actual lateral displacement of the 
tape away from a nominal lateral location of a said track during tape movement 
30 across a read/write head; and, 
the tape system comprising: 
a support base, 

a head carriage positionable relative to the support base and laterally 
relative to the tape path, 
35 coarse positioning means mounted to the support base for moving the head 

carriage laterally relative to the tape path to position the head carriage at a 
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selected one of multiple tape track positions in accordance with coarse positioning 
information, 

fine positioning means mounted to the coarse positioning means for 
pivotally securing the magnetic head structure adjacent to the tape path, 
5 the magnetic head structure including optical sensing means for sensing the 

optically manifested track servo pattern and for producing a position signal, and 

a fine position control loop responsive to the position signal for generating 
and applying a correction signal to the fine positioning means to fine position the 
magnetic head structure laterally relative to the tape in order to follow particular 
10 ones of the data tracks. 
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